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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the U.S. Department of Justice has awarded $99,974 to      the South Berkshire Youth Coalition to expand its membership and      services aimed at reducing substance abuse among young people.

     The grant was awarded through the Justice Department’s Drug      Free Communities Support Program. The Children’s Health Program      of Great Barrington, a member of the coalition, is the formal applicant      of the grant.

     “The South Berkshire Youth Coalition is a collaboration of      organizations with a unified mission to reduce substance abuse among      young people,” Olver said. “They have identified core      issues and are sharing resources and expertise throughout the community.      This is an invaluable network that is effecting real change in the      region.”

     The South Berkshire Youth Coalition is a group of governmental agencies,      human services organizations, parents, young people, business people      and others. The coalition was initiated by the youth-led Railroad      Street Youth Project in September 2001 with the goal of enhancing      the delivery of drug prevention services to young people. The Children’s      Health Program of Great Barrington is part of the coalition, which      serves about 20,000 people in the region.

     The funding will allow the South Berkshire Youth Collation to:

    -  expand the Second Step Program at Berkshire Hills Regional School      District to grades 4 and 5,     
    -  place a prevention counselor in Searles Middle School in Great Barrington,     
    -  establish an inhalant abuse awareness program in the Southern Berkshire,      Berkshire Hills and Farmington River school districts,     
    -  create a youth program coordinator position at the Railroad Street Youth Project,     
    -  enhance peer training programs in the Southern Berkshire and Berkshire Hills school districts,     
    -  expand a social norms campaign in local high schools,     
    -  continue the Barrington Stage Playwright mentoring program,     
    -  develop a community-wide substance abuse prevention strategic plan,      and

    -  hire a coalition coordinator to direct and oversee the coalition's activities.     

     For more information, contact Amanda Root, executive director of      the Railroad Street Youth Project, at 413-528-2475.
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